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and essential spirit of Paganism is seen to be that of master
and slave, of man and the lower animals, as distinct from that
of Christianity which is that of father and son, of parent and
children. And a still more decisive evidence of this, perhaps,
is to be seen by a glance at the nature and functions of the
Priesthood. In a religion like Christianity, for example, where
the relation between God and man is, as we have seen, ex-
pressible by that of father and children, the inward state of the
heart towards God is as important in the priest who is to make
intercession, as in the worshipper for whom intercession is to
be made. The training of the moral and spiritual nature,
accordingly, is the most important end of the long novitiate
preparatory to entering the Church; and the highest offices
were as freely open in the early ages to the sons of the peasant,
if they were men of devout and holy lives, as to the sons of
the lords of the soil. But in religions, on the other hand,
where the gods are believed to care as little for the moral and
spiritual attitude of the priests and suppliants, provided their
dues be paid, as tyrants do for the feelings of conquered
tributaries, one would know a priori that the spiritual or moral
character of the priest was a matter of no concern. And
so indeed it was in Paganism. Men would as little have
thought of inquiring into the spiritual condition of those about
to enter the Priesthood, as they would of those about to enter
the Army. The priests were drawn exclusively from the
Patrician families, as the supremacy of these in the State was
held to be a mark of their having been specially favoured by
the gods; the sole qualification necessary to the priest, besides
that of good family, being that he had rendered good service
to the State. Instead, therefore, of depending on their prayers
and holy lives for their success in making intercession with
the gods, their sole function and duty was analagous to that of
those Court Chamberlains who regulate the approaches to the
Throne, viz. to stand by the suppliant and dictate the form of
words to be used by him when presenting his offering or